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Dear Friends,

The Apostle Paul had an innovative approach to writing. One aspect of his writing style is found in Philippians 3:13-14, where
Paul declares, “this one thing | do”; then he goes on to list not one but three things! His one thing? “Forgetting those things
behind, reaching forth unto those things which are above, and pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.” Though marked by Paul’s unique writing style, the wisdom of his words regarding spiritual priorities and goals
ring true today. As we enter into a new year, | am reminded that we must press towards the goals and calling of Christ in
reaching and winning souls for Him. We are thankful for God’s hand in all that was accomplished for Him in 2024 and eagerly
look forward to moving onward in His will in 2025.

The Lord guided and blessed in 2024 with opportunities to preach, teach, and speak in 35 different churches, Christian schools,
youth camps, and Bible colleges across the United States, Canada, Papua New Guinea, and Australia. We are thankful not only
for safety and protection in travel but also for the wonderful privilege of sharing God’s message of salvation as well as teaching,
preaching, and equipping churches, Bibles college students, and today’s youth in world missions.

We have set the theme, “EQUIPPED,” for our 2025 ministry theme. We believe “EQUIPPED” highlights
how God would have us help, assist, and encourage Bible college students in missions, churches in their
missions outreach, the youth of today, and our national pastors/churches in Papua New Guinea and
Australia. From spiritual and biblical readiness to engaging in God’s mission, our goal is to ensure that
those with whom the Lord blesses us to minister to are equipped and confident in their ability to
effectively reach their Jerusalem and beyond.

Our first “EQUIPPED” endeavor is that of working to equip our national pastors and churches in Papua New
Guinea in a building program we are calling, “Building Papua New Guinea.” God has laid on our hearts to
begin this effort by assisting Shalom Baptist Church, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, in their need to
build and expand facilities as the ministry has outgrown their present buildings and more space is
desperately needed to do the work God has called them to do. Thus far, the Lord has blessed with $10,000
coming in for the building program. Our goal is to raise $100,000 for Shalom Baptist Church’s building
program in the next 15 months. Funds will be used to construct classrooms for the Christian school and
Bible institute, as well as to build a health clinic that will be operated as a ministry outreach. Please
prayerfully consider investing in this work as the Lord is doing an amazing work at Shalom Baptist Church.
The photo to the right is of me and Pastor Tau Abary, pastor of Shalom Baptist Church, standing in the
classroom phase of the building project.

| am excited to give you an update on Shem Baptist Church, Papua New Guinea—located
along the Kikari River, a one-hour flight by bush plane or two-hour boat ride from Port
Moresby. This true village-bush church has no roads leading in or out of the village and is
only accessible by boat across the sea and then down the Kikari River Delta. The Lord
allowed us to start Shem Baptist Church many years ago and brought national Pastor Hank
Poroi to pastor the church. Pastor Poroi attended our Bible institute in Port Moresby, and
has been faithful to preach God’s Word in the village for many years. Currently, his son-in-
law, Pastor Murphy, is pastoring the church as Pastor Poroi is now up in years. This
December, Pastor Abary, (Shalom Baptist Church, Port Moresby) visited Shem Baptist
Church to aid Pastor Murphy in the work there. Following are several current photos
showing the goodness of God and His continued work in that village. Pastor Murphy and his
family are shown at the right as well as a photo of Pastor Murphy preaching to his people in
the village. There are several photos following of the village children having Sunday School,
the village people sitting and receiving God’s Word, village people walking to church
through the jungle brush, and a photo showing how the village is reached—by boat or bush
plane—in this case, by boat.
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What a blessing to see the faithfulness of God and His continued work in Papua New Guinea. Please
consider and ask the Lord if He would have you be a part of His work there. Your investment will
truly be multiplied.

All giving for “Building Papua New Guinea” goes directly through Baptist International Missions,
Inc., (BIMI). You may give by mail through BIMI. Please designate on the check that your giving is for
Dan Delong, “Building Papua New Guinea,” Drawer #21. All giving will go completely to the building
program for Shalom Baptist Church. You will receive a Donation Statement for tax purposes from
BIMI at the end of the year. If you have any questions or would like further information regarding
“Building Papua New Guinea,” you are welcome to call me at 423.994.0438.

We are also currently in the beginning stages of developing a website where updates and ministry
news will be shared. You can find the website at: delongministries.org. You are also able give to
“Building Papua New Guinea” through our website using the QR code given there. The QR code is
linked to BIMI where funds will be accounted for.

The first verse of the wonderful hymn, Higher Ground, states our outlook and desire for 2025 as we
pursue the theme, “EQUIPPED.”

“I'm pressing on the upward way,

New heights I'm gaining every day;

Still praying as I’'m onward bound,

‘Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.’” (Oatman)

We want to press forward and higher for the Lord in 2025 in equipping others for Him. “THANK
YOU” for partnering with us as we serve in world missions. We are truly blessed in so many ways by
your faithful support and prayers of our ministry. As we enter another new year, we sincerely pray
that the Lord will bless and provide bountiful blessings and guidance for each of you and your
churches.

With grateful hearts,

Dan and Sandy Delong
Engaging in Missions






